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produce water by the union of oxygen and hydrogen,
we require a certain temperature which we can obtain
from the electric spark. If we insist on keeping the tem-
perature at zero, or substitute nitrogen for hydrogen,
we cannot have water. Nature does not supply or with-
hold water, but merely lays down conditions for its pro-
duction. We are free to have it or go without it. If we
want it, we must bring the things together and thus make
the conditions. Without those conditions, no water is
formed ; with those conditions, inevitably water is produced.
Are we bound or free ? Free as to making the conditions,
bound as to results when we have made them.
It is an invariable law, and invariability of law
does not bind—it frees. Science proves that knowledge
is the condition of freedom and that only as a man knows
can he compel—nature is conquered by obedience. The
scientific statement of this law is: (< Action and reaction
are equal and opposite."
Its religious version cannot be better put than in
the well-known verse of a Christian Scripture: (( Be not
deceived ; God is not mocked ; whatsoever a man soweth,
that shall he also reap." Let us add also : t{ Whatsoever a
man reaps, that he has sown in the past."
In the fine matter of the higher worlds the reaction
is by no means instantaneous, often spreading over long
periods of time, but it returns inevitably and exactly.
<r Though the mills of God grind slowly,
Yet they grind exceeding small;
Though with patience stands He waiting,
With exactness grinds He all.
" It knows not wrath nor pardon ; utter true
Its measures mete, its faultless balance weighs;
Times are as nought, to-morrow it will judge,
Or after many days."

